
WHEN WE lived in Norfolk there was a 
neighbouring cat that used to visit and 
because it seemed so pretty and feminine we 
nicked-named her ‘Sweet Pea’.  

She used to ‘meow’ very, very loudly at our side door at 6.30 am 
nearly every morning, and it was her custom to pop in for a ‘tit-bit’ 
and then rush off back to where she came from. 

But I felt like a right ‘Charlie’ when a neighbour told me his real 
name was ‘Charlie’ - was my face red!
Rosemary Holland, Weston Super Mare, Somerset

A proper Charlie!
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Perpetually 
flowering beauty
A FRIEND gave me a beautiful orchid plant 
in September last year. It brightened the 
long winter last year, sparkled through this 
spring and bloomed throughout the 
summer and autumn. And it’s still covered 
in fl owers as another winter approaches!
Mrs G K Voiels, Southport, Sefton

AUTUMN IS upon us and it’s 
raining cats and dogs. But 
despite the weather the 
Harpenden Green Fingers 
Gardening Group are jumping 
for joy. The group of students, 
who attend the gardening 
course each week, have won 
the East Midlands in Bloom 
2010 ‘Outstanding’ award in 
the top category, level 5. 

We feel it’s an amazing 
achievement. The group meet 
every Thursday, to carry out a 
variety of tasks such as 
sowing seeds, picking fruit 

Mencap Group win top awardMencap Group win top award
Star
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I’M REALLY proud of my little garden as it’s full of colour and 
interest even though it’s very small. I’m 73 years old and I still do all 
my own gardening as well as helping others with their gardens.
Mrs Lesley Lee, Leeds, West Yorks

and digging and weeding the 
vegetable patches. We mow 
the lawn (David’s favourite 
job), as well as watering and 
potting up new plants from our 
greenhouse.

We grow lots of healthy 
vegetables like onions, carrots, 
runner beans, leeks, callaloo, 
cabbages, lettuce, plus 
strawberries and raspberries. 
We have two raised beds and 
wheelchair user paths, and are 
able to harvest and eat our own 
produce each week.
Jeremy Bartys, Nottingham, Notts

Kaleidoscope of colours

Nature’s winter feast
HAVE OTHER readers noticed how wonderful the berries and rose 
hips are this autumn? All my rambler roses have them as well as 
some modern roses that don’t usually produce them. The holly 
plants are packed full with berries too. It’ll make a fi ne feast for the 
birds but I doubt there’ll be any left to take indoors for Christmas.
Carly Jones, Teignmouth, Devon
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